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upon this point. Consequently the former adopted the measure of 
imposing a further differential duty upon Neapolitan oil, which excluded 
it entirely from the British market. On the other hand, the Sicilian 
Government has established a monopoly of the sulphur trade, which has 
inflicted serious injury upon British commerce ; and it is not at all 
improbable that, if that measure be maintained, further reprisals might 
be tried on the part of Great Britain in order to avoid the last resource, 
so much to be deprecated on every account, of an appeal to force. 
Thus from one false position, one vicious arrangement, in the early 
intercourse of the two countries, a commerce which might have been 
most profitable to both, where each had that to offer in exchange which 
the other did not possess, was nipped in the bud, and which, after suc- 
cessive injuries arising from the attempts of both parties to defeat the 
consequences of the vicious system by which they were enthralled, is at the 
present moment almost annihilated. 

It is, therefore, greatly to be desired that the new treaty, to which it is 
stated that the Sicilian Government has agreed, should be free from the 
fundamental error of the former treaty, and that the time may soon 
arrive when not only Naples and Great Britain, but every country in the 
world, will find that it is the best policy in commerce not to ask for a 
favour without granting an equivalent, nor to seek for an advantage to 
the exclusion of their neighbours ; and that the best guarantee for the 
commercial prosperity of a nation is the independence and impartial 
reciprocity of its commercial relations with other countries. R. 



Statistics of the Labouring Classes and Paupers in Notting/iam. 

(Communicated by W. Felkin, Esq., F.S.S.) 

The limits of the borough, which forms the boundary of the Nottingham 
Union, contained, in 1831, 10,407 inhabited houses, and 10,901 families, 
435 uninhabited houses, and 136 houses in process of construction. The 
number of inhabitants was 50,680. 

About 1,200 acres of common and partly open land surround the 
town, and are included in the borough. The impossibility of getting 
sufficient land close to the town, as sites for houses, has forced a po- 
pulation of about 20,000 persons to become located just beyond this 
encircling belt of common land. Within the town, which now con- 
sists of about 11,000 houses, the parish officers state that there are 
from 1,000 to 8,000 houses constructed back to back, having no means of 
thorough ventilation, and generally without other than a common con- 
venience to several dwellings : 200 dwellings are tinder long dressing 
rooms, places used for finishing lace, which are heated to 80° or upwards 
200 are in barracks, or flats with a common open staircase j there are 
more than 100 built over common conveniences : and there are between 
100 and 200 low kitchen dwellings. 

At the time when Nottingham was first visited with cholera, many 
rows of houses were found to be placed upon the drains, which were 
shallow, and, being without arches, were covered simply with the boards 
of the sitting-room floors. These, when shrunk by heat, allowed 
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noxious smells, and often other offensive matters, to arise. The health 
and morals of the residents are found to suffer greatly from so peculiar 
a state of their dwellings, which is believed by the writer to have a 
direct tendency to increase pauperism. 

The intensity of a trade panic and its dreadful operation upon a ma- 
nufacturing population, as well as its effect in bringing industrious 
work-people in contact with pauperism against their wills, may be in 
some degree shown by the following contrast of the money paid in this 
Union to assist the destitute poor, with the number of recipients in 
1836-37. which was a year of considerable prosperity ; and in 1837-38, 
when the full effect of the change in trade was felt. The average 
number of paupers in ordinary times may be estimated at 500 in the 
Union house, and 1,000 dependent upon out-door relief. In June, 1836, 
350 persons were in the house, and 700 were supported out of it ; total 
1,050— the year's expense was 11,628/. In January, 1838, 1,000 
persons were supported at one time in the house, besides 600 who were 
fed there daily : 450 heads of families were employed upon work of a 
public utility, at wages sufficient to support 1,800 persons ; and about 
2,000 persons were entirely dependent upon regular out-door relief, 
making a total of 5,850, being one-ninth of the whole population. In 
this year there was a public subscription of 5,000/., which, added to 
21,139/., being the amount of the Union cost of maintaining the poor, 
made a total of 26,139/. 

It was found by enumeration that in March, 1838, 1,155 houses were 
shut up, including many retail shops, of which seven were capitally situ- 
ated in the market-place. It has been ascertained that the families thus 
dispossessed have usually become tenants of one or two rooms each in 
the dwellings of others in the town. The pawnbrokers were unable to 
receive the amount of property offered in pledge, and it was thrown 
away by forced sales in the public streets. 

On the 17th February, 1839, there were 565 inmates in the Union 
house. Of these 240 were children under 16 years of age ; 199 between 
16 and 60 j and 126 above 60 years, averaging nearly 69 years. Of 
the children, 27 were infants under 2 years of age j 124 were between 
2 and 9 years of age ; and 89 between 9 and 16 : 156 were legitimate ; 
and 84, or 35 per cent., were illegitimate : 46 had both their parents 
alive, but paupers in the house ; 73 had mothers by whom they were 
acknowledged, but who were either in the house or were unable to sup- 
port them ; 65 were deserted by their parents, and 56 were orphans. 
These last three classes, amounting to 194, must therefore look up to 
the Guardians of the Union for protection, education, and the means of 
setting out in life usefully and credita'bly. Of the 199 persons between 
16 and 60 years of age, 28 only were able-bodied men out of employ ; 
42 were imbecile or insane ; 15 were infirm and helpless ; 32 sick ; 11 
defective in sight or hearing ; 63 deserted wives, widows, or unmarried 
mothers ; and 8 whose husbands or wives were in the house for one of 
the above causes. 

The following is a general classification of the apparent reasons for 
which the parties were in the house : — Trade, 71 : viz., out of employ, 
&c, 67 ; destitute vagrants, 4. Providence, 357 : viz., orphans, 33 ; 
widows, 57 ; age and infirmity, 160 ; imperfections, or loss of sight or 
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hearing, 17; sickness, 34; mild insanity and total imbecility, 56. 
Crime, 199: viz., felonies, 14; desertion, 79; illegitimacy andunchas- 
tity, 106. In this classification 62 persons are enumerated more than 
once as orphans, infirm, or in want of employment ; also felons and 
others from the same cause. 

The number of cases receiving out-door relief in the week ended 11th 
March, 1839, was 596, viz., 9 blind, 9 crippled, 16 idiots or lu- 
natics; 244 infirm men (having about 48 wives), widows and single 
women, averaging altogether 70 years of age ; 10 orphans ; 54 widows, 
having 254 children ; and 154 sick, chiefly families, including 80 wives 
and 255 children. These 596 cases comprised 1,233 individuals. The 
weekly cost was til. 8s. 8d., which averaged 2s. 4fd. each case, or 
Is. 2d. per head. This low average, considered in combination with 
the advanced age of the greater part of the recipients, proves that private 
benevolence must be active in furnishing the requisite additional amount 
for the support of the parties. 

On the 19th February, 1839, there were 749 out-patients, and 84 in- 
patients in the Nottingham Dispensary, total 833. The number of 
infirmary out-patients was 490, and of in-patients 132, total 622. Of 
this number probably 400 live in the borough. The out-patients that 
day under the care of the medical officers of the Union Dispensary were 
270. The total number of persons receiving gratuitous medical relief 
was 1,503, which is about an average number. The probable popula- 
tion was then 56,000. 



PROCEEDINGS OF STATISTICAL SOCIETIES. 



STATISTICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 

First Ordinary Meeting, 1839-40. Monday, I8tk November, 1839. 
James Heywood, Esq., F.R.S, V.P., in the Chair. 

The following gentlemen were proposed as candidates for admis- 
sion : — 

Charles Holt Bracebridge, Esq., Atherstone Hall, Warwickshire. 

John Irving, Esq., Jun., Richmond Terrace. 

Alfred Austin, Esq., Sidmouth Street. 

R. Weale, Esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

James Wilson, Esq., Holland Street, Blackfriars. 

Seymour Tremenheere, Esq., Lincoln's Inn. 

J. R. Parker, Esq., Jun., West Strand. 

The following gentlemen were elected : 

Major Chartres, Senior United Service Club. 

Henry Hutchins, Esq., Chapel Street, Belgrave Square. 

It was announced, 

That, Joseph Fletcher, Esq., had been elected a member of the 
Council, and Honorary Secretary, in the place of Charles Hope Maclean, 
Esq., deceased. 



